the end of every man in this present life? And for
what cause or occasion does he join or knit himself
so closely to his goods that all his wit may not dis-
sever or part him therefrom; when he knows, or
ought to know, that when he is dead he shall have
borne with him nothing at all from this world?
Thereupon says Saint Augustine: 'The avaricious
man is like unto Hell; for the more it swallows the
more desire has it to swallow and devour.' And just
as you would hate to be called an avaricious man, or
a stingy, just so should you govern yourself that men
will not call you a spendthrift. Therefore says Tul-
lius: 'The riches of thy house should not be hid, nor
should they be kept so closely that they may not be
opened by pity and good will/ That is to say, in
order to give a part to those in need. 'But yet thy
wealth should not be so openly exposed as to become
the goods of every man/ Afterward, in getting your
wealth and in using it, you should have always three
things in mind, that is to say, Our Lord God, con-
science, and your own good name. First, you should
have God in your heart, and for the sake of no riches
at all should you do anything which may in any man-
ner displease God, Who is your Creator and Maker.
For, after the word of Solomon: Better it is to have
little and therewith the love of God, than great riches
and treasure and the loss of God's love thereby. And
the prophet says that it is better to be held for a
good man and to have but little of the wealth and
treasure of this world, than to be held for a villain
and have great riches. And yet say I still, that you
should always do your business in the gathering of
wealth so that you gather it with a good conscience.
And the apostle says that there is not anything in all
this world whereof a man should have so great a joy
as when his conscience bears a good witness unto
himself. And the wise man says that the substance a
man has is righteous when sin lies not upon the
conscience of that man. Afterward, in gathering your